
Summer Reading, Due by the close of registration August 3, 2017 
 
Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 

Summer Reading is designed to encourage reading, specifically books which possess what the College 

Board calls “literary merit,” while allowing your student to choose the reading they will complete within the set 

guidelines. Students will be able to choose books interesting to them and allow their creativity and unique vision 

of the reading to shine through. 
This is not a small undertaking, and is not the kind of project that can be completed the night before it is 

due.  The English Department needs your assistance to make sure that students work throughout the time they 

have been provided in order to ensure their success.  Also, please be aware that the recommended reading list is 

very broad, containing traditional classics alongside more modern works, and there may be books within this list 

you may find objectionable.  Please work with your student to select novels within the guidelines that you find 

appropriate.  
The work required for this project must be typed, and computers are available at your local public 

library.  The requirements for the project are attached to this letter for you to read through.  Some of the 

important details are listed below: 
● The books chosen must be from the available list at the end of this file or at this link: 

CP: http://bit.ly/2s3zicr  
Honors/Dual Credit/AP: http://bit.ly/2s3lYVd  

● The summer reading rubric is available at this link: http://bit.ly/2qjIkWa  
● Plagiarism or cheating in any way will not be tolerated and will result in a grade of -0- for the entire project.  
● The project will be due BY THE CLOSE OF REGISTRATION, AUGUST 3, 2017. 
● Students will submit their work via their teacher’s schoology account.  Access codes will be available at 

registration once students have obtained their new schedules. 
 

Please feel free to contact any member of the English Department during the summer if you have any 
questions or concerns regarding your student or this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mayo High School English Department 
 

Jennifer Blankenship English I CP and English V CP 
and Honors (101/102) 
jennifer.blankenship@darlington.k12.sc.us  
 

Paulette Lunn, English III Honors, English IV CP  
paulette.lunn@darlington.k12.sc.us  

Danielle Watkins, English II CP and English II 
Honors 
danielle.watkins2010@gmail.com  

Lizabeth Thompson, English III CP, English IV 
Honors, AP Language 
elizabeth.b.thompson@darlington.k12.sc.us  

INSTRUCTIONS 

(See next page) 
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● The books you choose MUST be listed on the recommended reading list posted on the school homepage or 

English Department members’ websites. SELECT ONE BOOK FROM THE LIST.  
● Plagiarism or cheating in any way will not be tolerated and will result in a grade of -0- for the entire project.  
● All work will be submitted via Schoology during registration.  
● If at any time, you are confused about a portion of the assignment or how to turn your work in via 

Schoology, do not hesitate to contact a member of the English Department. We are happy to help you 
do this! Please DO NOT share your assignment with us via Google Drive unless requested. It must be 
turned in via Schoology.  

 
Create a portfolio of information about your novel. All info regarding social media can be simulated; you 
are not required to create accounts for this. Make sure all information, visuals/pictures, and links are in 
ONE file to submit. You should have 6 completed entries and 6 journals. 

1. Your project must be typed in 12 point font.  
2. Your work should have 1 inch margins and should be double spaced.  
3. Note page numbers where information can be found in the text using correct MLA parenthetical 

citation.  Each page should be consecutively numbered using correct MLA pagination.  
4. Please create a cover page for your project listing your name, the author and title of the book you have 

chosen, and a Table of Contents (label each assignment with the corresponding page number listed).  
5. You will complete ONE of the assignments LISTED IN EACH ROW below.  There are 6 rows. 

 
Row 1: 
 
Knowledge/ 
Remembering 
 
Complete ONE 
of the following 
assignments in 
this row:  
 

Tweet!  Tweet!: 
Authors do not choose a title 
randomly—usually there is some 
significance to it.  Identify and 
describe the meaning of your 
book’s title in a series of simulated 
tweets that explains the 
significance of the title.  Tweets 
have a 154 character limit. 
Explain your choices in a one-page 
multi-paragraph journal or itemized 
table/chart. 

A Picture is Worth a 1,000 
Words: 
Select a scene/passage that shows 
the importance of the setting (time 
and place) of your book.  Create 
an original visual representation 
of it (can be a photo, drawing, or 
original graphic design). Explain 
its effect on the overall plot in a 
one-page multi-paragraph journal 
or itemized table/chart.  

Text a Friend:  
Explain the MAIN CONFLICT in 
the book.  Throughout the 
explanation, add emojis to show 
how it impacts the characters 
and/or events.  Give examples of 
how this conflict shows up in the 
story and how it is resolved.  
Explain your choices in a 
one-page multi-paragraph journal 
or itemized table/chart. 

Row 2: 
Comprehension/ 
Understanding 
 
Complete ONE 
of the following 
assignments in 
this row:  
 
 
 

Instagram It! 
Show your understanding of the 
main character and one other 
character by creating instagrams 
that depict key characterization at 
crucial points throughout the text. 
Explain your choices in a one-page 
multi-paragraph journal or itemized 
table/chart. 

It’s on Amazon: 
Create an Amazon Wish List for 
the protagonist of your novel. 
What items would be on a 
character’s wish list and why? Be 
sure to clearly link your wish list 
choices to specific details from 
the text. 
Explain your choices in a 
one-page multi-paragraph journal 
or itemized table/chart. 

Moments that Matter Memes:  
Copy 10 of your favorite 
phrases/sentences from the book 
and explain the significance of 
each quote in a chart. Create 
original memes for each of the 
quotes.  Make sure to insert the 
memes into one file.  You can 
include it in the same file as your 
quotes and explanations. Explain 
your choices in a one-page 
multi-paragraph journal or 
itemized table/chart. 

Row 3: 
 
Application/ 
Applying 

Do something creative to show your understanding of your book; it must reflect characters, key 
symbols, events/outcomes.  The creative project needs to show off your skills and display a depth 
of understanding about the book/character/theme, etc.  You must also create a one-page 
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(You have no 
choice in the 
assignment, but 
you do have 
choice in the 
final product 
format) 
Complete ONE 
of the following 
assignments in 
this row:  

multi-paragraph journal or chart explaining what you created, why you created it, and how it is 
appropriate to your novel selection.  
Suggestions: 

● Movie trailer  
● Create a playlist of songs about the novel with CD cover  
● Create a board game that reflects the novel 
● Create trading cards 

(http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/trading_cards_2/ )  
● Posts blogs in which you retell key events from a minor character’s point of view 
● Create a graphic novel or kids’ version of the text 
● Write an alternate ending 
● Fan Fiction: what is the “to be continued” version--where do these characters go from here? 

 
Row 4: 
Analysis/ 
Analyzing 
 
Complete ONE 
of the following 
assignments in 
this row:  
 
 
 

Transformation Mash Up:  
Create a journal analysis of the 
main character.  Describe 
him/her and his/her 
transformation.  Then, in a 
one-page journal entry, explain 
WHY he/she transformed over 
the course of the book.  
To showcase your analysis, 
create a visual that has a 
character “mash up”or collage 
of the transformation process.  

The Human Experience: 
Relate the book to human 
experience.  In a chart,  explain 
three truths about human 
nature and find three events 
from the text that relate to 
those truths.  To showcase 
your analysis, create original 
memes that reflect the events 
that reveal truths about human 
nature.  

Everyone’s a critic:  
Choose another book or movie 
with a similar conflict, and in 
a video segment/vlog, 
compare/contrast the book to 
your new choice.  In a 
one-page journal entry, 
analyze characters, plot, 
setting, etc.  Be sure to provide 
specific evidence/quotes and 
page numbers in your verbal 
references. 

Row 5: 
Evaluation/ 
Evaluating 
 
Complete ONE 
of the following 
assignments in 
this row:  
 
 
 
 

Test Time! 
Make up a TOTAL of 
TWENTY QUESTIONS for 
your novel—five true/false 
questions, five multiple choice, 
five matching, and five 
open-ended questions for your 
book.  Create an answer key on 
a separate piece of paper, 
including answers for the 
open-ended questions in the 
proper format. Explain your 
choices in a one-page 
multi-paragraph journal or 
itemized table/chart. 
 

Songwriter Challenge: 
Choose a controversial issue 
from the text and take a stand 
on ONE SIDE of the issue. 
Compose and record an 
original song addressing your 
reasons for disagreeing or 
agreeing with a decision a 
character made in the novel 
regarding this issue. Then 
write a one-page, 
multi-paragraph journal entry 
that addresses the following: 
What would you have done 
differently?  How would your 
choices have affected the 
outcome and characters? 
 

Personality Quiz? 
Create a Buzz Feed-style 
personality quiz based on the 
elements below: Brainstorm 
for your personality traits by 
making this chart. Title two 
columns with opposite words 
(hate/love, peace/violence, 
power/submission, 
honesty/deceit, etc).  Now list 
5 elements from the novel 
(characters’ actions/ words, 
plot development, symbols, 
etc.) that fit each of the 
descriptive words.  Write a 
journal entry explaining your 
lists and what it says about the 
personalities in the quiz. 

Row 6: 
Synthesis/ 
Creating 
 

E-zine: (Entertainment 
magazine) 
Imagine that this novel has been 
turned into a NetFlix series. 

I’m going to Hollywood! 
Create a movie script in which 
you develop the plot, 
characters, and message of the 

Crossover:  
Bring in a character from 
another text, movie, or tv 
show.  OR transport the 
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Complete ONE 
of the following 
assignments in 
this row:  

You work for an online 
entertainment magazine. How 
would you cover this series in 
the next issue of your e-zine? 
Design a mock up of 4 pages of 
coverage that includes images 
and reviews of the cast, theme 
and plot. Explain your choices 
in a one-page multi-paragraph 
journal or itemized table/chart. 
 
For example: 

● Who is in the cast? 
● Is the actor the right 

person for the 
character? Why/Why 
not? 

● What major elements 
deserve coverage? 

● In planning, consider 
what types of articles 
should be included: For 
example: Does the 
series effectively 
convey the message of 
the book? OR Is the 
series presented in a 
way that makes it 
relevant to the current 
population? 

 
 
 

text. In 4-5 scenes, you should 
convey major events, 
characters, key 
decisions/turning points, 
lessons, and outcomes. 
Remember that scripts are set 
up just like play script with 
characters, dialogue and stage 
directions. Upon completion, 
write a journal that addresses 
the following: 

● What were the 
challenges of 
converting a text to a 
live-action script? (For 
example, how did you 
convey internal 
dialogue/information 
that only one character 
might have been 
thinking about?) 

● What is similar to/ 
different from the 
original? 

● Who is your ideal 
director and cast? 
Explain your choices. 

protagonist from your text into 
another book, movie or tv 
show. 
Describe what their 
interactions might be in 4-5 
scenes and then answer the 
following in a one-page 
journal entry: 

● How would these 
characters connect, if 
at all? 

● Do they have anything 
in common? 

● How might they 
resolve any 
differences they might 
have?  
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Summer Reading Choices by Classes: 
CP Books for English I-English V CP 

(Honors/Dual Credit/AP books are listed below the CP list) 
* These books can be found at the public libraries of Darlington County and local bookstores. The books have been 
nominated by the South Carolina Association of School Librarians. In an attempt to deal with real issues today’s teens may 
face, some of these books deal with very sensitive subjects and may contain mature language or references to sex, drugs, 
and alcohol.  

1. All the Bright Places (Niven) 
“What if life could be this way? Only the happy parts, none of the terrible, not even the mildly 
unpleasant. What if we could just cut out the bad and keep the good? 
Theodore Finch, a freak who seems fascinated by death, and Violet Markey, a cheerleader who is grieving over 
her sister’s tragic death, meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school – six stories off the ground—and it’s 
unclear who saves whom. However, when the two team up to work on a project to discover the “natural 
wonders” of their state, both Violet and Finch make more important discoveries about themselves, each other, 
and life. With Violet, Finch lets loose and is himself—a weird, funny, live-out-loud guy who is not such a freak 
after all. With Finch, Violet can forget to count away the days and start living them. But as Violet’s world 
grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. As Violet faces her demons and overcomes her grief, Finch succumbs to his. 
Throughout this love story, the readers embark on a journey that shows the different facets of mental illness. 
 
2. Beware the Wild (Parker) 
“Secrets are never so dangerous as when they've been forgotten.”  
So Sterling and Phin argued? Again…so what? That is what siblings do, right? However, this time, enraged Phin 
did the unthinkable. He jumped the fence and went into the swamp. The swamp in Sticks, Louisiana is not just 
any swamp, and now, Sterling is worried and scared. When a figure emerges from the dark forest surrounding 
the swamp, she is hoping it is Phin; however, it is not. Not only is it not Phin, it is a girl – Lenora May – and she 
walks right into Sterling’s life and family. No doubt the swamp in Sterling's small Louisiana town proves to 
have a power over its inhabitants because now no one but Sterling even remembers that Phin existed. Now 
Sterling, with the help of Heath, a loner who has had his own strange experience with the swamp, must fight 
back to get back what—and who—the swamp has taken. Sterling begins to understand the power of where you 
come from and the roots that never leave as she struggles to find Phin. But will the swamp give her brother 
back? 

3. The Boy in the Black Suit (Reynolds)  
“We needed to talk, plain and simple. And seeing as though she was texting me, she clearly was opening 
the door. I just had to be man enough to walk through it.”  
Life seems surreal for high school senior Matt Miller: his mom lost her battle with cancer, his dad is handling 
his grief with alcohol, and his friends act as though he’s invisible because they don’t know what to say. His high 
school life seems less important to Matt now. When the neighborhood funeral director, Mr. Ray, offers Matt a 
job, he figures wearing a black suit and getting paid $15 per hour is much better than working at a fast-food 
restaurant with greasy chicken. Even though he was freaked out by the idea at first, it turns out that working at 
the funeral home helps Matt work through his loss as he watches others deal with their own loss. It is at one of 
the funerals, he meets Love, a tough girl who’s dealt with a lot more—and who helps Matt learn how to rise up 
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despite life knocking him down. With the help of Love, Mr. Ray and his best friend Chris, Matt learns to face 
life with hope again. 
 
4. Death Coming Up the Hill: A Novel (Crowe) 
“I see Death coming up the hill and I am not ready to meet him.” 
The war in Vietnam is raging, the year is 1968, America is deep into the war,   and Ashe, a seventeen year old 
who lives with his parents is used to struggles and battles.  His home life is chaotic, and he must fight everyday 
to secure his place in the family structure.  His parents are in the midst of getting a divorce, because his peace 
loving activist mother, and racist war loving father can no longer navigate the turf within their own home. Ashe 
is the result of a loveless relationship that is much like the situation in Vietnam-a senseless war that could have 
been prevented.  Ashe meets the beautiful Angela,  whose brother is missing in action.  With the help of his 
History teacher, and his new found love, Ashe  comes to understand more clearly the war and his parents’ crisis. 
Afraid of the draft, and his life at home, Ashe must face the fear of devastation abroad just as he does at home. 
Written entirely in Haiku, every syllable represents a fallen soldier. 
 
5. Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Salisbury) 
“They hate me. But I don’t have to hate them. Look them in the eye. Show no fear.” 
17 -year- old Zenji Watanabe, fluent in English and Japanese was born in Hawaii to Japanese parents. In 1941, 
he is recruited for the U.S. Army Corps of Intelligence Police, and sent to Manila to  mingle with and collect 
information from japanese businessmen. With the cover name Bamboo Rat, he is caught and tortured by the 
Japanese secret police, yet he refuses to blow his cover. Eventually working for a Japanese colonel as a 
translator and houseboy, he uses his position to help the Filipino Underground. The U.S. Forces return, 
providing Zenji with an opportunity to escape through the jungle.  Despite a debilitating wound, and severe 
hunger, he survives.  His will to live is coupled with his love of family and country.  Zenji’s extraordinary 
adventure leads him to the understanding of courage, honor, dignity, and most of all, forgiveness. 
 
6. Red Queen (Aveyard)  
“In the fairy tales, the poor girl smiles when she becomes a princess. Right now, I don't know if I'll ever 
smile again.” Red or Silver--your station in life depends on what color your blood is in Norta. Mare, a Red 
blood, spends her time pickpocketing and fixing things to support her family. There is also the conscription, a 
mandatory draft of all Red bloods of age in the Silvers’ war against an enemy country. Either way, life for Reds 
is the same: service to the Silvers. That is, until Mare discovers she has a secret power, one that only the Silvers 
can possess. What follows pulls Mare from the world of service into the world of pampered privilege. There she 
must juggle competing love interests, deception, and rebellion.  Could Mare be the key that unites the divided 
world--or tears it apart? 
 
7. The Secret Life of Bees (Kidd) 
“Every human being on the face of the earth has a steel plate in his head, but if you lie down now and 
then and get still as you can, it will slide open like elevator doors, letting in all the secret thoughts that 
have been standing around so patiently, pushing the button for a ride to the top. The real troubles in life 
happen when those hidden doors stay closed for too long.” 
It’s 1964 in Sylvan, SC--the height of racism in the South. Lily Owens’ life has never been the same since the 
death of her mother. Ignored by her father, Lily spends his days fantasizing about her earlier life with her 
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mother. All Lily has left of Deborah is a strange image of a Black Madonna, with the words "Tiburon, South 
Carolina" scrawled on the back. When Lily's beloved nanny, Rosaleen, manages to insult a group of angry white 
men on her way to register to vote and has to skip town, Lily takes the opportunity to go with her, fleeing to the 
only place she can think of--Tiburon, South Carolina--determined to find out more about her dead mother. 
Taken in by three African-American sisters, Lily soon learns to find the “mother within [herself]” as she comes 
to terms with her mother’s death and finds her voice. 
 
8. The Sun is Also a Star (Yoon) 
“I know there’s no such thing as meant-to-be, and yet here I am wondering if maybe I’ve been wrong.” 
This book follows a day in the life of two high school seniors, Natasha and Daniel. Natasha’s family has been 
living in the US illegally and is about to be deported. Daniel is preparing for an interview for an Ivy League 
School. They meet by accident and the remainder of the book explores how their lives intersect with others over 
the course of one day.  
 
9. The Walled City (Graudin)  
“ 730. That's how many days I've been trapped. 18. That's how many days I have left to find a way out.” Hak 
Nam Walled City: it was once a fortress, but now it has become a lawless place that is not for the faint of heart. 
Drugs, vagrants, gangs, even human trafficking rule the day.  Who in their right mind would choose to get 
involved in a world like this? Based on real-life Kowloon Walled City in China, this book explores three teens 
from different walks of life--a girl who pretends to be a boy in order to plan a daring rescue, a girl imprisoned by 
a drug overlord, a boy with an 18-day deadline.  All provide unique perspectives as they narrate and navigate 
their journeys in the infamous Walled City. Each has their own dark secrets, secrets that could jeopardize their 
plans and their very lives. Survival is the word of the day. Will they all make it? 
 
10. We Should Hang Out Sometime (Sundquist) 
“When I was twenty-five years old, it came to my attention that I had never had a girlfriend. At the time, I 
was actually under the impression that I was in a relationship, so this bit of news came as something of a 
shock.” Have you ever found yourself in an awkward situation with someone you liked and thought: “Is there 
something wrong with me?” Have you ever tried to research why it went wrong? Meet Josh, an affable young 
man and cancer survivor with a prosthetic leg who seems to have struck out with the ladies. This memoir 
examines the real-life story of Josh’s middle and high school career as he tries to scientifically (and usually 
hilariously) determine what happened in all of his “relationships” with the ladies. From a disastrous Putt-Putt 
date involving a backward prosthetic foot to his ultimate pick up line,  or his introduction to CFD (Close Fast 
Dancing), and a misguided "grand gesture" at a Miss America pageant, this story is about looking for love--or at 
least a girlfriend--in all the wrong places. 
 

 
 

HONORS/DUAL/AP ENGLISH BOOK CHOICES 
English 2 Honors (9th grade Honors): 
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Alas Babylon by Pat Frank 
This true modern masterpiece is built around the two fateful words that make up the title and herald the 
end―“Alas, Babylon.” When a nuclear holocaust ravages the United States, a thousand years of civilization are 
stripped away overnight, and tens of millions of people are killed instantly. 

But for one small town in Florida, miraculously spared, the struggle is just beginning, as men and women of all 
backgrounds join together to confront the darkness. The tale paints an ominous picture of the terrible 
possibilities of the nuclear age. The book, though, is not primarily about the military aspects, or science, or 
fighting back. It is about survival of the people after the attack has destroyed the infrastructure of society and 
anarchy reigns, and how they cope with it.  Would you be able to survive after being cut off from the rest of the 
world?  How would you cope? 
 
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
Are you familiar with the phrase “It’s all fun and games until someone gets hurt?”  This book examines what 
could happen when you have unstructured, unsupervised time on your hands.  What would you do if there were 
no adults?  What if no one is watching you or enforcing rules? What is more important—keeping up a good 
camp with order and responsibility or having fun with no rules?  How long could you live like this before things 
go bad?  Which should come first, your wants or your needs?  This is a journey that takes you back to man’s 
original need to hunt and slay the “beast,” but just who or what is the “beast?  Is it the wild boar that is a 
possible food source?  Is it a dark mysterious force that lurks just outside the camp fire?  Or . . . are you the 
“beast”? 
 
English 3 British Literature Honors (10th grade Honors): 
 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë 
Charlotte Bronte’s impassioned novel is the love story of Jane Eyre, a plain yet spirited governess, and her                  
employer, the arrogant, brooding Mr. Rochester. Published in 1847 under the pseudonym of Currer Bell, the                
book heralded a new kind of heroine—one whose virtuous integrity, keen intellect and tireless perseverance               
broke through class barriers to win equal stature with the man she loved. Hailed by William Makepeace                 
Thackeray as “the masterwork of a great genius,” Jane Eyre is still regarded, over a century later, as one of the                     
finest novels in English literature. 
 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
Austen trains her sights on a country village and a few families--in this case, the Bennets, the Philips, and the 
Lucases. Into their midst comes Mr. Bingley, a single man of good fortune, and his friend, Mr. Darcy, who is 
even richer. Mrs. Bennet, who married above her station, sees their arrival as an opportunity to marry off at least 
one of her five daughters. Bingley is complaisant and easily charmed by the eldest Bennet girl, Jane; Darcy, 
however, is harder to please. Put off by Mrs. Bennet's vulgarity and the untoward behavior of the three younger 
daughters, he is unable to see the true worth of the older girls, Jane and Elizabeth. His excessive pride offends 
Lizzy, who is more than willing to believe the worst that other people have to say of him; when George 
Wickham, a soldier stationed in the village, does indeed have a discreditable tale to tell, his words fall on fertile 
ground.  
 
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
Classic novel of consuming passions, played out against the lonely moors of northern England, recounts the 
turbulent and tempestuous love story of Cathy and Heathcliff.  Heathcliff and Cathy, childhood playmates who 
grow into soul mates, believe they’re destined to love each other forever, but when cruelty and snobbery 
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separate them, their untamed emotions literally consume them.  Both poetic and incisive, this novel examines 
the dark depths of human psychology as the soul searches for love, understanding, and acceptance. 
The storming of the Bastille . . . the death carts with their doomed human cargo . . . the swift drop of the                        
guillotine blade—this is the French Revolution that Charles Dickens vividly captures in this famous work. With                
dramatic eloquence he brings to life a time of terror and treason, a starving people rising in frenzy and hate to                     
overthrow a corrupt and decadent regime. With insight and compassion he casts his novel of unforgettable                
scenes with unforgettable characters. 
 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 
Classic novel of consuming passions, played out against the lonely moors of northern England, recounts the 
turbulent and tempestuous love story of Cathy and Heathcliff.  Heathcliff and Cathy, childhood playmates who 
grow into soul mates, believe they’re destined to love each other forever, but when cruelty and snobbery 
separate them, their untamed emotions literally consume them.  Both poetic and incisive, this novel examines 
the dark depths of human psychology as the soul searches for love, understanding, and acceptance. 
 
English 4 American Literature Honors (11th grade Honors) 
 
The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 
The Age of Innocence is the haunting story of the struggle between love and duty in Gilded Age New York told 
through the eyes of Newland Archer and his betrothed, May Welland. A young lawyer on the rise, Newland 
Archer needs only a society wife to solidify his position, but finds himself torn after he meets and falls deeply in 
love with May’s disgraced cousin, the Countess Olenska.  This is an exclusive, stifling social world, which is the 
only world Newland has ever known and the "home" Ellen has longed for all her life, and the society is so 
established and rigid that both of these strong people find it overwhelming.  Even though neither of them is 
happy here, what choice do they have? While the attraction between Archer Newland and Countess Olenska is 
undeniably strong, can Archer Newland deny the foundation of his upbringing? Can he defy the monster that is 
"society?" Can love truly conquer all? 
 
A Streetcar Named Desire paired with Our Town (by Tennessee Williams, by Thornton Wilder, 
respectively) 
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams (paired with Our Town) 
A powerful look at the culture clash between the Old South and the rising urban industrial class when fading 
southern belle Blanche Dubois moves in with her sister Stella and brother-in-law Stanley.  Out of touch with 
reality and living in her own fantasies, Blanche is tormented by her brother-in-law as she struggles to cope in the 
new working class society of the New South.  
Our Town (paired with A Streetcar Named Desire) 
Do people really understand the significance of their lives while they are living or does it take death to make 
sense of it?  Taking place between 1901 and 1913, this three-act drama focuses on the seemingly average lives 
of the citizens of Grover’s Corner. But are these lives really what they appear to be?  The characters share 
flashbacks, monologues and events as they examine the milestones of life: birth, marriage, and inevitable death 
as part of the cycle of life. 
 
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 
What does it mean to be a part of the “Lost Generation”?  In his career-making novel, Hemingway provides a 
poignant look at the disillusionment and angst of the post-World War I generation.  The story follows the 
flamboyant Lady Brett Ashley and the hapless Jake Barnes as they journey from the wild nightlife of 1920s 
Paris to the brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley group of expatriates. It is an age of moral 
bankruptcy, spiritual dissolution, unrealized love and vanishing illusions. Every element of every great 
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Hemingway book can be seen here - plenty of vivid descriptions; moments of strange, elegiac melancholy; the 
human spirit fighting against the world; loneliness, isolation, and endurance. They're all here as Jake struggles to 
find his place in a world that is far less innocent now. 
 
English 5 Honors (12th grade Honors) 
Hard Times by Charles Dickens 
The novel is set in a system whose schools eschew the arts and humanities. These are hard times, but not times 
without humor. School teacher Gradgrind makes it clear that feelings, art, decoration, are worthless distractions. 
Only facts have value. Gradgrind's own children, Tom and Louisa, prove early victims of this "just the facts" 
upbringing. By way of contrast, Sissy Jupe, perhaps Gradgrind's worst student, the indigent daughter of circus 
performers, channels her innate creativity to save Tom from jail and Louisa from an unwanted husband.  
 
A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 
Owen Meany is a dwarfish boy with a strange voice who accidentally kills his best friend's mom with a baseball 
and believes--accurately--that he is an instrument of God, to be redeemed by martyrdom.  
 
The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy 
The novel opens with a poor workman named Michael Henchard, in a fit of drunken rage when he sells his wife 
and baby daughter to a stranger at a country fair. Stricken with remorse, Henchard forswears alcohol and works 
hard to become a prosperous businessman and the respected mayor of Casterbridge. But he cannot erase his past. 
His wife ultimately returns to offer Henchard the choice of redemption or a further descent into his own 
self-destructive nature.  
 
To the Lighthouse by Virginia Wolfe 
The three sections of the book take place between 1910 and 1920 and revolve around various members of the 
Ramsay family during visits to their summer residence on the Isle of Skye in Scotland. Mrs. Ramsay, with her 
emotional, poetic frame of mind, contrasts Mr. Ramsay, a self-centered philosopher, but both are flawed by their 
limited perspectives. A painter and friend of the family, Lily Briscoe, works on completing a painting 
throughout the novel.  
 
AP English Language: 
 
The Awakening, Kate Chopin (paired with Ethan Frome below) 
First published in 1899, this beautiful, brief novel so disturbed critics and the public that it was banished for 
decades afterward.  Now widely read and admired, The Awakening has been hailed as an early vision of 
woman’s emancipation.  This sensuous book tells of a woman’s abandonment of her family, her seduction, 
and her awakening to desires and passions that threaten to consume her.  Originally entitled “A Solitary Soul,” 
this portrait of Edna Pontellier is a landmark in American fiction, rooted firmly in the romantic tradition of 
Herman Melville and Emily Dickinson.  Here, a woman in search of self-discovery turns away from 
convention and society, and toward the primal, irresistibly attracted to nature and the senses. 
Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton (paired with The Awakening above) 
Set against a bleak New England background, the novel tells of Frome, his ailing wife Zeena and her 
companion Mattie Silver, superbly delineating the characters of each as they are drawn relentlessly into a 
deep-rooted domestic struggle.  Burdened by poverty and spiritually dulled by a loveless marriage to an older 
woman. Frome is emotionally stirred by the arrival of a youthful cousin who is employed as household help. 
Mattie's presence not only brightens a gloomy house but stirs long-dormant feelings in Ethan. Their growing 
love for one another, discovered by an embittered wife, presages an ending to this grim tale that is both 
shocking and savagely ironic.  
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Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison 
First published in 1952 and immediately hailed as a masterpiece, Invisible Man is one of those rare novels that                   
have changed the shape of American literature. For not only does Ralph Ellison’s nightmare journey across the                 
racial divide tell unparalleled truths about the nature of bigotry and its effects on the minds of both victims and                    
perpetrators, it gives us an entirely new model of what a novel can be. Ralph Ellison’s nameless protagonist                  
ushers readers into a parallel universe that throws our own into harsh and even hilarious relief. Suspenseful and                  
sardonic, narrated in a voice that takes in the range of the American language, black and white, Invisible Man is                    
one of the most audacious and dazzling novels of our century. It has appeared in the Open Response Question                   
on the A. P. exam more times than any other novel. 
 
The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingslover 
When missionary Nathan Price takes his wife and four daughters off to Africa, salvation is the one thing they're                   
not likely to find. The year is 1959 and the place is the Belgian Congo. Nathan, a Baptist preacher, has come to                      
spread the Word in a remote village reachable only by airplane. To say that he and his family are woefully                    
unprepared would be an understatement: "We came from Bethlehem, Georgia, bearing Betty Crocker cake              
mixes into the jungle," says Leah, one of Nathan's daughters. But of course it isn't long before they discover that                    
the tremendous humidity has rendered the mixes unusable, their clothes are unsuitable, and they've arrived in the                 
middle of political upheaval as the Congolese seek to wrest independence from Belgium. In addition to                
poisonous snakes, dangerous animals, and the hostility of the villagers to Nathan's fiery take-no-prisoners brand               
of Christianity, there are also rebels in the jungle and the threat of war in the air. 
 
*AP Recommended (but not required) Purchase for Class Use: 
Rhetorical Devices: A Handbook and Activities for Student Writers 
Note: In the past, some students preferred to take notes in their own copies rather than borrow class copies. 
 
Where can I get the books?  

● Hard Copies: The book lists have been distributed to the local library and bookstores.  They have 
copies available for check out or purchase.  Please note that if you write in library book, then you must 
pay to replace it as the library will consider it damaged.  

● Electronic Copies: The Mayo HS for MST library has electronic copies of the books available in 
Mackinvia.   These are available for check out for all students currently enrolled at Mayo.  There are 
also electronic copies available for purchase for Nook or Kindle from Barnes and Noble and Amazon. 
(Find out about Burry’s electronic app.) 

 
How were the books selected?  
The English Department has previewed all books for content, language, and situations and deemed them 
appropriate for teens.  All books also have material that fulfills all requirements of the summer reading 
spreadsheet/annotations categories. Honors/AP books are classics-based; CP books are from the 2016 SC Young 
Adult Book Award list and popular Young Adult novels, which have also been screened by students, parents, 
and teachers state-wide for content, language, and situations. 
 
 
What if I have questions? 
You may contact a teacher at the email addresses provided on page 1 of the document. 
 
What if my schedule changes after registration?  
If you change levels of English (from CP to Honors or vice versa), then you may turn in your current 
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spreadsheet or annotations.  If you move up to Honors, you will then have 3 weeks to read a novel from the 
Honors list so that you can complete the class activities in the Honors unit. 
 
What if I am accepted to Mayo after July 15?  
Bring your requirements, rubric and completed work from your previous school to registration.  A department 
member will be available at registration and can determine if you must read a new book.  We honor all 
completed assignments; however, we reserve the right to require further reading in order for a new student to 
achieve success in our planned units.  If further reading is required, the student will have 3 weeks to complete 
the reading. 
 
 
 
 
This is the final page of the assignment.  Make sure you have your information completed by 
registration.  It is due by the end of registration on August 3, 2017. 
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